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January 2009 Letter from the Principal

Titan News Inside: We have completed the first half of the school year. During that time, we jave
witnessed some exceptional student accomplishments and contributions to the cUlture
and traditions of Lewis Central High School. As we begin the second half of the gchool
year and the beginning of 2010 we are reminded to keep our sights set on ensuriflg stu-
dent success by helping each individual to overcome obstacles to the path of his/ger
own personal goals.

Our vision statement states, ALe
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time in history.-Having strong relationships with a number of people at school is
ay to overcome/obstacles to success. In our advisement program, Titan Time,
ope to build lasting supportive relationships with-adults and other peers. Thisy
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with the regular Titan Time curriculum and, in addition, will become a mentor to t
younger students academically and socially at Lewis Central High School.

sary to be successful young adults who will graduate from high school and be pr
tive citizens., We have a number of great young.adults attempting to make a diffe
for themselves and others at Lewis Central High School. We are very proud of al
lefforts. I'f you have '‘any questions
programs, please/contact our counseling department at 3585.
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Shared Vision Statement
Lewis Central High School is a learning community that focuses on increased student achievement by maintaining high

expectations, modeling integrity and good citizenship, and promoting lifelong learning in a climate of shared respamsifgity
school, home, and community.

Building Goals for 20092010
Accelerate learning for all students evidenced by increasing NSS growth in reading (13.5), math (13.5) and science (13.3).
Reduce achievement gaps for special populations evidenced by increasing growth in reading (11.1), math (11.6) and.8ience (10

Increase graduation rate.

Visitor To The School

All visitors, including former students, must check in
school and sign into our building. They must wait in the office until a school official is free to visit with them otlesood an-
other area of the building. Visitors in the building during school hours must wear a nametag.

The best time to visit with teachers is before or after school or during their planning hour. It is recommended thathaplans
to visit Lewis Central High School calls ahead to make proper arrangements.

We want to make sure we employ the proper procedures necessary to ensure the safety of our entire school.

Lewis Central High School Hoursi Contacting Staff Members

Our teacher hours at Lewis Central High School are from 7:15-3&.b% p.m. daily. Our office hours are from 7:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. If you need to contact a teacher or other staff member, please call us882266/Ne also have an answering maehi
that accepts calls 24 hours a day. Parents may also contact teachers through PowerSchool or the website: www. Legviscentral.o

Achievement Testing

Every year the Lewis Central Community Schools administer the lowa Test of Educational Development (IETD) to all 9
11 grade students. The ITED is an achievement test designed to assess the performance of students in our distrisbmagtimpari
students across the state and country. All junior students must achieve a composite score of 260 to graduate frof@enealewis
Community Schools. The ITED will be administered to all ® grade students sometime around the middle of March.

Another assessment that some of our students take three times each year is the Northwest Evaluation Association test
(NWEA). The NWEA is an assessment that is used to measure the student growth in basic skills throughout the yeass-This asse
ment allows teachers to determine if instruction is having an impact in math and reading in particular. The NWEA if\given in
gust, September, January and May.

These assessments and others are important to improving education for each one of our students. Each year the teacher
review the results of these assessments and use them to improve instruction to better meet the needs of the studstas. In fac
each term teachers even review the results of final class exams (post tests) to better improve instruction. By deidgthisan
identify areas of strengths and weaknesses and alter curriculum and/or instruction if needed.

>



Is Your Student Getting Enough Sleep?

Most people dondt get enough sl eep and yc
vation in adolescents can create some serious ramifications. Lack of sleep can lead to emotional difficulties, poerfeaheol p
ance due to poor concentration, memory, understanding and accidents. Recent sleep research has even found a copresetion to de
sion and attention deficit disorder. Adolescent body clocks cause them to feel tired later at night and remain thatmay unti
morning. Young adults need-9.0 hours of sleep per night. Balance in life is important. Please take time to visit withtyabemt
to |look at their typical weekds schedul e. Does tpearlier? rout
Your student needs to be well rested in order to perform his/her best in class and reach their full potengi

Cell Phones/ Electronic Devices

There has been a significant increase in the use of cell phones during school hours. Phones ringing during classxtshetents t
saging each other, incidents of lost and/or stolen items are all disruptive to the educational environment. Parertsdénteur
have cell phones, iPods or other electronic devices, please encourage them to turn the device off during the schostitzgl. Our
policy states:

Students are prohibited from possession of radios, beepers, remotes, televisions, water guns, music players, chains, t
and other similar items in the high school building or at school activities, unless approved ahead of time by an adrfonistrato
specific activity or project. Cell phones may be useful for aftéiool ride arrangements, but should not be turned on odusied)
classes, in the hallways or commons areas unless approved by staff members. There is also the possibility of theftthimr which
school cannot be responsible. Items may be confiscated by any staff member and may be claimed by a parent or guaet@an. Fail
cooperate may result in disciplinary action.

The consequences for violating our cell phone policy are intended to minimize disruption to school. On the first offense
students will have the cell phone confiscated and thesesond pi c
offense parents must pick up the phone and on the third offense the student will be assigned an after school detesgiooufs: th




Family Information

Please remember to keep the office updated with your most current information. That includes work numbers, cell phaje number
home numbers, address changes, email address and current medical information. In case of an emergency, this is the only way
have to contact you. Thank you.

& PowerSchool Parent Access
Do you need to keep track of your childés grades and atten
School . One feature of Power School is the parent/sdviewent

grades, homework assignments, attendance, and other school related information from any Internet connection. Thibetll allow
ter communication between parents and teachers to increase student achievement. Students also have the opportuthigirto access
grades and attendance through this system.

In order to use PowerSchool parents need an Internet connection. Adtipisvidedoy the district. Parents will also need to ob-

tain an account that includes a username and password specific for each child. A Request for Parental Access to PlowarSchool
can be downloaded from the district web site or piglskhead up
or middle school). If you have more than one student you will need to complete a separate request form and receiggmsseparat
word for each student.

To protect the confidentiality of student information we will not give out account information over the phone, thnoaigjord).S.

mai | . Parents must come to the principalés offi ceapliteer e t
tion process for access to Power School. A photo I D such a
The school districtioes not providéor technical support but provides additional information about the use of PowerSchool on our
website. Our goal is to improve communication in order to help each student maximize his/her success in our school.

High School Library

If you would be interested in volunteering at the High School Library, please call Donna B
366-8228 or email atibush@lewiscentral.k12.ia.u®uties would include one or more of the
following: shelving and arranging books, laminating materials, some typing or filing, assist
students with checking out materials, etc. Volunteer time is flexible.

Donna Bush

Student Council News

Fall was busy with the completion of sponsoring the annual homecoming spirit week, coronation and homecoming dance. The col
cil worked hard to provide student, staff and alumni a memorial event. Congratulations to all students who were dedeotad-to
bers of the court and especially to King Tyler Butler and Queen Brittney Hopp.

The lowa Leadership Conference was held in Ames on October 25 where eleven students, Mrs. Peverill and Mr. Agan adended. -

council was given an fiHonor Council o award which is d@disven
yearly activities. This is the second year in a row that the council has received this award. Only twelve councitddratbe s
received the award. Mr s . Peverill was al so honor edforthe t he

National Advisor award.

Ot her f all activities have included finew student o aicthei vi tii
guidance office.

Our new council shirts have arrived and will soon be worn by various members. We are currently gathering food for fisod baske
that will be given to 10 families in the district.

Other events included a dodge ball tournament on December 16 with funds being given to our state project. Candy caldes were s
at lunch time right before Christmas br e a kprofitordanitatioe which f und s
purchases books for children in the local hospitals, missions and shelters.

SnoBall, our winter formal, was held January 9 with the theme of Masquerade. The dance was held in the small gym-from 7:30
10:30 p.m., with the naming of the King, Taylor May, and Queen, Jori Kellogg, at 10 p.m.

Student counci l has a web page attached to the High School



Counselorsoé Corner

Seniors

College bound seniors should begin to shift the focus from admission to financial aid and scholarships. Seniors who are
still working on admissions will want to submit applications very soon. Be sure to contact the guidance office to Haigh your
school transcript and any other admissions materials sent for you.

All students entering college next fall will want to complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Stu-
dents must complete the FAFSA to be eligible for any type of aid, including grants, work study, loans, etc. The ofSitéaloveb
complete the FAFSA is fafsa.ed.gov. Free FAFSA help is available at Education Quest. Education Quest offers mamgesee servi
to students and parents. They will assist you in filing the FAFSA online at no cost. Find a financial aid estimat@sasang||
free services at their website: educationquest.org. Education Quest is located in the Rockbrook Village in Omaha403ait891
make an appointment.

College bound seniors should also be completing applications for scholarships. Several local and regional opportunities a
available. These applications can be found on the guidance page of our district website. Go to lewiscentral.orgth&flidd ong h
School 6 tab and then the fAGuidanceo |ink. The #Sopatuhiar shi
ties. It offers direct links to online applications as well as printable applications in pdf format.

Juniors

College bound juniors should be busy researching schools and making college visits. This will prepare them to complete
applications for admission in the fall of the senior year. These students should also be sure to take the ACT. Tigeadeniainin
strations of the ACT during this school year are: February 6, April 10 and June 12. It is recommended that studem<iRle the
least once by the end of the junior year. Registration materials are available in the high school guidance officeudersit @cis

Sophomores

All 10th grade students took the PLAN test on November 4. This is a district required test which gives the students a pre-
diction of how they will do on the ACT, describes thaeedst ud
on an interest inventory. Scores will be given to the students before winter break.

Freshmen

All 9th grade students have started the lowa Guideways through IHaveaPlanlowa. This is the curdetigheted ca-
reer information system. The freshmen created an account and took the Interest Profiler. Once the students congriete the Int
Profiler, they are able to view their top interest areas. There are several more steps in the Guideways which inckibéocareer
tion, high school plan of study and a parent review. The counselors will continue working with the students in-tireid €Emg-
lish classes. The students can also access at home.

Connections to Graduation

This fall, a new class offering began called Connections to Graduation. This course is offered through the guidance depar
ment and taught by Mrs. Peverill. Originally conceived as only a credit recovery class, the class is continuing te aefposat

Helping students to graduate on time (in 4 years) has always been the goal for Lewis Central staff and administratiass Wihis
allow the instructor and the guidance department to help students achieve this goal through constant class/creditandiaigering
signment completion.

One option of the class is to work on credit recovery through takidimer®dyssey classes. These classes can be takenhthhaug
supervision of Mrs. Peverill, but students must have previously failed the class in the traditional class room setéintglaSsrr
offerings on Odyssey are as follows:

English 9, 10, 11 Physical Science
Algebra 1 and 2 Biology
Geometry 1 and 2 Chemistry

American History American Government



Counsel orsoé Corner

Stay up to date on quidance related information

*visit our website regularly go to lewiscentral.org. Click on the high school tab
followed by the guidance link.

*follow us on Facebook search Lewis Central Guidance from your facebook
account to receive updates and guidance related announcements.

Please feel free to contact the guidance office

Julie McComas Grades 9 and 10, Career Planning
366-8307

Curt Mace Grades 11 and 12 Academic/College Planning/Scholarships
3668223

Lu Peverill Personal/SocialAt-Risk !
366-8225

National Honor Society Hosts Blood Drive

On November 20, 2009, the members of the Lewis Central National Honor Society held a blood drive in conjunction with
the American Red Cross. President Hayleigh Hansen;piegident Kaitlyn Connealy, Secretary Mackenzie Means, and Treasurer
Taylor May, were responsible for organizing the event and it was a great success due to their planning and organiiational ski

Thanks to the contributions of the Lewis Central student body and faculty, the Red Cross obtained 84 pints of blood, ex-
ceeding the goal of 80 pints set by the Red Cross. 106 donors signed up for the event, reflecting very positively talilee char
spirit of Lewis Central. Each pint can potentially save the life of three individuals in need of plasma or blood. Thtssttarzb2
people who will benefit from the LC blood drive.

For many students, this was their first time at being a blood donor. Willing to give of their time and blood, these lsdividua
are making a positive difference in the world. Hopefully the experience was a positive one and will begin a lifetime df alditio
nating blood to the American Red Cross.

For two weeks NHS members signed up donors at lunch to fill all the allotted time slots. Arriving at the school before 6:30
am, members helped unload the truck, set up the stations, and get the recovery station operational. NHS membersddrecked the
nors in, served as escorts for those giving blood, and manned the recovery station. The NHS members also stayedtafter school
help take down the mobile blood station, reload the truck, and clean the facility. Additionally, many NHS members éistedontr
a pint of their own blood. The blood drive was a success and tentative plans are in the works for another bloodedgiviagn th

National Honor Society Inducts Thirty-three

On November 10, 2009, the Lewis Central chapter of the National Honor Society inductethtbetpew members in the Lewis

Central auditorium at the Middle School. LC alum Amber (Carlson) Hawk served as quest speaker. Ms. Hawk was the 2002 Coun
Bluffs Teen Volunteer of the Year and is presently the employed by Jennie Edmundson Hospital as the Teen Volunteer Co
coordinator and Foundation Assistant. Officers Hayleigh Hansen, Kaitlyn Connealy, Mackenzie Means, and Taylor May spoke on
the traits of leadership, scholarship, service and character. Principal Chuck Story gave the welcome and ActivitiedliReector

Hale gave closing remarks. Mr. Hale remarked that this group represents virtually all the activities offered at LC sdwttare a

group, comprising just over 4% of the LC student body.

Eleven seniors and 22 juniors joined the 17 NHS members who had been inducted in 2008.
2008i 2010 members held over include: Kayla Bass, Brooke Berringer, Kaitlyn Connealy, Molly Cox, Brooke Elliff, Mark Hamil-

ton, Hayleigh Hansen, Brittnie Kreiser, Taylor May, Mackenzie Means, Morgan Misfeldt, Jordan Morgan, Lauren Petri, Zach Pet-
tepier, Megan Reif, Jessica Reicks, and Taylor Turgeon.



Seniors inducted on November 10, 2009 were: Katelyn Baas, Alexis Grgurich, Bridget Hall, Kristina Kempton, Nicole McGuire,
Matt Mouw, Jami Mundt, Jessica Nightser, Ryan Penney, Matt Vang, and Steven Warner.

Juniors inducted: Jessica Brickey, Rachelle Cole, Nicole Congdon, Nate Connealy, Leah Erickson, Meghan Harris, Hannah Jacot
Katie Jacoby, Cole Johnson, Paityn Korner, Michael Kirchner, Taylor Kuhn, Jenna Ladd, Kaiti Madsen, Madeleine Overholtzer,
Mark Richwine. Sara Rudolph, Taylor Schnitker, Joe Stokes, Brett Vanderpool, Jessica Willadsen, and Dylan Wulff.

Lewis Central Business Professionals of America Score High Marks in Regional Competition
The Lewis Central Business Professionals of America (BPA) academic club is off to a good start again this year! In only it
third year of operation, Lewis Central walked away with 21 placements at regional competition. The competitions anshwinners
cluded the following:

Fundamental Accounting
Sierra Short
Jordan Morgan
Gabby Alvarez

Banking and Finance
Ashley Clouser
Nate Lafferty

Fundamental Word Processing Skills
Jordan Morgan
Nate Lafferty
Sierra Short
Tim Stokes
Jasmine Snell

Human Resource Management
Sierra Short
Meghan Harris

Parliamentary Procedures Concepts
Gabby Alvarez

Financial Math and Analysis
Ashley Clouser
Morgan Legband

Insurance Concepts
Ashley Clouser
Tyler Nickolisen
Klint Forristall

Administrative Support Concepts
Tyler Nickolisen
Klint Forristall

Keyboarding Production
Nate Lafferty

Medical Office Procedures
Tim Stokes

Based on these results, the group is looking forward to state competition in Cedar Rapids in Fei#Barfp@d to the costd o
traveling, the group has been very active in fundraising, including selhigts, food, etc.

In general, BPA provides an excellent opportunity for students to apply the business skills they are learning inféaestto di
environments. They are exposed to leadership opportunities, seminars, and competitions with students from across the country
Club members also gain teamwork skills and simply have fun.



150 LCHS Students Make History
LCHS DRAMA PERFORMS FIRST
SHAKESPEARE PLAY I N SCHOOLGS

Al't was not your motherdés Shakespeare, 0 said To
year 0s A aMild spul nanye,r  Nuhighlwas@paerforbed dleavember 6 & 7, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Lewis Central Auditorium at the Middle School.

AWhen many people think of Shakespeare, they th
hard to understand and stor yA IMimdesu ninteat Masgdne diisf fL
those things. We are so proud of our students for their dedication, hard work, beautiful sets, teamwork and
excellent acting. The LC production was truly a romping and rolling comedy that left the audience in
stitches, 0 McLaughlin said.

AnThe course of true |
A Midsummer Night's Dream

AOur team enjoyed our process because so many of
Zucca, student director, said.

Seventy five talented, dedicated students have been rehearsing the production daily since August as part
thecoreA Mi d s ummer Neam Which the dDectersahave dublied he Dr eam Team. ¢
Ailn the end, we believe that they | i v-®idkctargaidt o t

Well over 80 other students currently or previously enrolled in the LCHS drama classes will be joining in tc
help put the finishing touches on elaborate sets, the period costumes, the live music and dance and the colo

lighting.

APeople all around me were O6o0o0ohingdé and d6dahhhhn
students said.

AAs i s the case in Shakespeareds comedideasplay t he
within the play performed by a group of fodlsvhich is the comic high point of the production and will not
soon be forgott e-Diredgor,Ja@dm Heckman, Co

AThe play made people |l augh like crazy, o LC stu

Al was amazed that so many people | aughed for s
and smiling faces, 0 LC student Brooke Jensen sai

The play is an endeavor that not only involves

were active in serving over 20 meals for hundreds and hundreds of students on tech days and during produc
tion week. When all was said and done, thousands of meals were served to these students. Parents and pe
also assisted during challenging set building sessions, costume altering appointments, promotions, and the
planning of a welldeserved Equally exciting is the involvement and support of the high school faculty.
Many generous staff members volunteered time, talent and treasure including Mike Hale, Jeff Krabbenhoft,
Victoria Freivogel, Ann Logan, Kim McLaughlin. Tom Heckman, an LC faculty mainstay, is on board again
this fall as cedirector of the production.

This production for The Lewis Central Drama Program is a first time event.-fefigth play by Shake-
speare has never been performed by LC before this performance.

Doing Shakespeare justice for modern audiences is a challenge in itself. For our team it was the perfect
choice.

AWe are thankful for all of the supportive par e
tended in such great numbers, o0 McLaughlin said.
AWhen the | ights faded, it was known to one ano:(

any pl ay. Thatdos cool , 0 Jared Workman, LC stude



Activity News :@

The winter season is underway with boysdé and girl sd irhasket

jazz band and speech. During the winter season there are a large number of students participating in activitie strésgathtatio
they follow the Activity Handbook in relation to participation and attending school each day.

Students participating in school activities must be in at least four (4) classes the day of the event or the day presskdind) a
event, vacation day, or district day in order to participate in a school activity. This also includes practice eachaleangPd
absences (for example, medical appointments) are exceptions approved by the administration.

Attendance at all rehearsals and practices is an expectation. If a participant is unable to attend, he/she mustspansact the
coach before the rehearsal/practice begins. Each sponsor/coach will have specific attendance requirements. Itirn@dstanery
that students participating in activities have everything they need for practice and performances with them when they come to
school. We do not need students missing class time to go home to get things for activities. Students need to bhénlaghool t
after competitions and performances no matter what time they get home the night before. It is important that theysaacin cla
day.

| want to thank all the parents who volunteered their time for the activities at Lewis Central. This includes all tadhparente
helped to feed our athletic teams and fine arts groups, transported students to practices and competition/performiécices,dabok
activities, and supported the coaches, staff and administration at the high school. If anyone would like to volunietenr thig w
need ticket takers. If interested, please call3&45 and we will set you up.

In the event of bad weather causing school cancellation, we may still have practices if weather and road conditions thgrove i
afternoon or evening. This will be decided by the Activities Director and communicated with the coaches and sponsors.

Good luck to all the students involved in activities this winteé&O TITANS!
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